Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.016 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.052; wR factor = 0.110; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.4.
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Comment
The structural diversity of organotin carboxylates is well recognized and a wide variety of coordination geometries have been reported (Holmes, 1989) . It is generally believed that a combination of steric and electronic factors determine the specific structure adapted by a particular organotin carboxylate (Prabusankar & Murugavel, 2004) . This is supported through the observation of monomeric, dimeric, tetrameric, oligomeric ladder, cyclic, and drum structures. Furthermore, it has been reported that the size of the carboxylic acids used and the stoichiometry of the reactants play an important role in the formation of solid-state frameworks.
Experimental
The reaction was carried out under a nitrogen atmosphere. Thiophene-2,5-dicarboxylic acid (10 mmol) and sodium ethoxide (20 mmol) were added to a stirred solution of benzene (50 ml) in a three-necked flask and stirred for 0.5 h. Triphenyltin chloride (20 mmol) was then added and the reaction mixture was stirred for 6 h at room temperature. The resulting clear solution was evaporated under vacuum. The product was crystallized from dichloromethane to yield colourless blocks of the title compound. Elemental analysis: calculated C 57.97, H 3.71 %; found: C 57.68, H 3.55 %.
Refinement
H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions (C-H = 0.93 Å) and treated as riding on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C). Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods Extinction correction: none 
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